TWIN VILLAGE TOPICS
Damariscotta-Newcastle Rotary Club

Meeting January 31, 2012

Play Ball

Despite the snowflakes outside, the club knew the new year was well underway. The first sign was Bud Elwin's [aka Ted W.] departure on Saturday for Fantasy Camp in Ft. Meyers. And today, we had a smidgen of hot stove league dialogue as we heard John Kameisha describe the inside operations of the Portland Seadogs. John is Senior VP of the Seadogs and has been with the club since its inception---the 19th season is about to get underway. John is the ultimate baseball insider having previously worked in New Britain, Redding and Columbus for minor league teams.
The Seadogs goal is to provide fun for the family in a safe affordable entertainment venue. Ticket prices range from $4 to $9. [Not too different from what I remember the Class C Canadian American League,  Schenectady Blue Jays charging in the 40's---yes Virginia, I go back that far.] Since the beginning, the Sea Dogs team has drawn 7 million visitors, 190 players have gone to the majors, and several have become rookie of the year, mvp, thrown no-hitters, and played in the World Series. Last year alone, 24 former Sea Dogs played for the Red Sox, the parent club. Ironically 2011 was the worst year in history for the club. Over the years the Sea Dogs have won 6 championships.
We learned that Hadlock Field was built on the site of a former baseball park. The Sea Dogs participate in a variety of charity causes and work with the schools in the area. 

Some inside information was shared:

--It's great to have successful minor leaguers move up to the Sea Dogs later in the season. This are players having good years and they really boost team performance when it is wanted.

--Having injured Red Sox players come to Portland is a boost to attendance and the players really enjoy it also; the major leaguer earns big bucks and treats his teammates to food and entertainment.


--As of January, the management of the club has no idea who might be playing here this summer....the Red Sox call the shots on the roster.


--Being responsible for marketing, John says he will "try anything".

Did you know that this summer there will be a salute to Elvis, a visit from Sergeant Slaughter [do you know him Steve?] and Mr Belving is coming.


--On Sunday, September 2 this year the annual Field of Dreams game will occur. It is the highlight of the year---yes corn is growing in the outfield for the game. And if you have not seen the Sea Dogs green monster, you will find it to be a true replica of the one further south.


--Signing bonuses are fixed by the majors, John said you can see who got what by looking at the player's cars. The players are paid about $2500 a month and receive help in obtaining housing. Some stay with families in the area.


--The subsidy received from the Red Sox continues to decrease. The Red Sox are not privy to the financials of the Sea Dogs, but they can figure out income by estimating attendance and other costs.

We thank President Lorraine for bringing John to breakfast [he said it was the best he had found on the rubber chicken circuit]. New and different subject matter is always welcome.

Our Guest and the Sergeant is back to Roaming [with cap worn as a catcher]
Our attendance was about 35 stalwart members. Our only guest was the new Damariscotta town manager, Matt Lutkus, who is originally from the Nutmeg State but most recently from Colorado and he explained a "small world' relationship to Randy that I have already forgotten. He seems familiar with Rotary and I am sure that Jim Cosgrove is using his best persuasive skills to have Matt become a new member. Matt wasted no time in attempting to recruit Damariscotta members to join the comprehensive plan committee now getting underway.

Ian bought the first raffle tickets, I put them on the bottom and left them there and guess what---he held the winning number. Go figure! No queen though.

Bob Conger advised us of an upcoming fund raiser for Farms at the Salt Bay school.

FARMS (Focus on Agriculture in Rural Maine Schools) was our Jan 24 speaker.  To support FARMS various initiatives to get locally grown food into the schools, FARMS is having a fundraising dinner, March 3 at Lincoln Academy, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Admission is by donation.  Some of our favorite local restaurants will be providing some of the food.  Yum!  Katie Newell will provide music.  In connection with this event, FARMS also will be selling raffle tickets ($5 for 1 tickets; $20 for 5 tickets).  Four lucky raffle winners will each receive $100 of food from the Damariscotta Farmers Market.

 

Bob also assisted the Food Pantry by an creative "bet" on your Super Bowl winner with all funds being matched by an unknown donor. Both teams received a good share of Food Pantry dollars...thanks Bob.

Mike Hall says he is gearing up for the Presidency [Rotary, not the U.S..] .

Randy welcomed another ex-Coloradoan, Matt Lutkus and cited a definite Eastward Ho is underway.

Jim Albright said something about the "choir", his  birthday is January 31 and he endured our singing of Happy Birthday, then threw in a buck and thanked the choir.

Marianne said Spectrum Generations and Healthy Lincoln County will co-host a Community Conversation on the Future of Healthcare and Prevention in Maine on FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 from 9:30-10:30 A.M. at Spectrum Generations Coastal Community Center, 521 Main Street in Damariscotta.  With DHHS budget changes expected in Augusta, community members are encouraged to join this informational and informal discussion about how individuals, community service providers, healthcare providers, civic and religious groups can move forward in responding to the ongoing health and wellness needs of elders, families, children and youth.  

Participants will include Legislative Representative Les Fossel, Marianne Pinkham-Director of Spectrum Generations Coastal Community Center, Cathy Cole-Lincoln County Health Care, Virginia Lewis-retired public health nurse, and Brenda Hamilton-Director of Healthy Lincoln County.  Information on proposed changes to DHHS-funded programs will be available and citizens are encouraged to bring their questions, comments and concerns.  

Alex rooted on the Patriots.

Ian, ever grateful for another free meal, reminded us of his love for the Giants.

Bill Silver welcomed our guests.

Joe wished happy birthday to all late January and early February birthday persons.

Don Cameron will go with the Patriots this time around.

Carol Ransom announced a fascinating program with an archeologist describing Edgecomb's history at the Lincoln Home. Too late, when you read this-- it is past history.

Judy Speers wished Jim A. a happy birthday.
Gary Speers welcomed our guests

President Lorraine wished all having birthdays a wonderful birthday, alluded to Rotary training for Mike and signed off mumbling about the 49er's.

The Scoop

Remember the gossip columnists? I do. This bulletin writer has been wondering what ever happened to our fund-raising movie at the Lincoln. Well, we have an inside source saying that it is still alive and we should look to April for the screening. 

=============================================================================

Your humble scribe, Larry Townley

